
What is an Environmental Assessment (EA)?
► A concise document that will identify and evaluate 

adverse environmental impacts of the Proposed 
Action, if any, for informed decision-making.

► Identifies the Proposed Action’s purpose and 
need, as well as a reasonable range of conceivable 
alternatives.

► Describes mitigation measures, as necessary.

► A process that encourages public review and 
comment.

Examples of Environmental Resources Described and Evaluated in an EA: 

• Wetlands
• Floodplains
• Biodiversity (wildlife, plants, and fish)
• Threatened & Endangered Species
• Air Quality

• Land Use
• Environmental Justice
• Socioeconomic Conditions
• Public Health & Safety
• Noise & Vibration

• Transportation
• Cultural Resources
• Parks and Recreation
• Solid & Hazardous Waste
• Greenhouse Gases/Climate Change
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If the EA determines the Proposed Action will not have a significant 
adverse effect on the environment, a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) is issued and the EA process concludes.

The EA is made available for public review and comment.

The Proposed Action enters the construction period. 

The Proposed Action is operational/put into service.

Defines why the Proposed Action is needed and what it is expected to 
accomplish, as well as a reasonable range of conceivable alternatives.

Offers an opportunity for the public to discuss and provide input on the 
Proposed Action early in the EA process.

Offers an opportunity for the public to discuss and provide input 
on the Proposed Action midway through the EA process.

The Proposed Action’s potential environmental impacts are 
identified and evaluated.

Environmental Assessment (EA) Process and Schedule

FONSI Issued

EA Circulation and Public Review

Construction Begins

Project Completion

Purpose and Need / 
Alternatives Development

Public Workshop #1

Public Workshop #2

EA Preparation 

RECONSTRUCTION OF THE PELL BRIDGE APPROACHES   Newport, Rhode Island



!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

")
")

")
")

")

")
") ") ")

")

")

")

")

UV 106

UV 152

N A R R A G A N S E T T    B A Y

Pe
ll 

Br
id

ge

HALSEY ST

NEWPORT

MIDDLETOWN

Broadway

K e r r y  H i ll / K e r r y  H i ll / 
V a n  Z a ndtV a n  Z a ndt

T h e  P o intT h e  P o int

N o r t h  E n d  C o mmercialN o r t h  E n d  C o mmercial

L o n g  W harfL o n g  W harf

D o w n townD o w n town

B r o a dwayB r o a dwayK a y  /  C a t h erineK a y  /  C a t h erine

H i s t oricH i s t oric
H i llH i ll

N o r t h  E n d  R e s identialN o r t h  E n d  R e s idential

Third Street Lot

M
A

PL
E 

A
V

E

FA
REWELL ST

MALBONE RD

BROADWAY

THAMES ST

BLISS RD

J T CONNELL HWY

W
ARNER ST

RH
O

DE
 IS

LA
N

D 
AV

E

HILLSIDE AVE

GIRARD AVE

TO
URO ST

SPRING ST

KAY ST

VA
N

 ZA
N

DT A
VE

THIRD ST

WASHINGTON ST

A
D

M
IR

A
L

K
A

LB
FU

S
R

D

AMERICAS CUP AVE

G
O

AT
IS

LA
N

D
C

O
N

N

Arnold
Park

William
Ellery
Park

Liberty
Square Park

Cogdon Park

Equality Park

Kingston
PlaygroundJohn

Clarke
Park

Coggeshall
School

Playground Miantonomi
Park

Eisenhower
Park

Edwards
Street

Playground

Americas
Cup Avenue

Ballfield

Van Zandt
Field

Coddington
Field

Perotti Park

Storer
Park

Ft. Greene
John

Martin
Park

Dog Park

Third Street
Playground

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

M6

M7
M8 M9

M10

M12

M11

M13

URI EDC, RIGIS

Source:

0 250 500 Feet

[

Source: RIDOT, RIGIS, City of Newport, VHB

\\mawald\CHECKIN\72900.00\GIS\Project\Figure X.X_Community Facilities and Noise Measurement Location_update.mxd

Figure X.X

Community Facilities and
Noise Measurement Locations

Reconstruction of the Pell Bridge Approaches
Newport, Rhode Island
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Figure X.X

Conservation Areas

Reconstruction of the Pell Bridge Approaches
Newport, Rhode Island
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Environmental Justice
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Newport, Rhode Island

Legend

Census Block Group Boundary Environmental Justice Criteria Met

Municipal BoundaryCensus Block Group Information
$34,712

46% - 79%ile
Median Household Income
Minority Percentage - Minority State Percentile

Minority Alone
Low-Income Alone
Minority and Low-Income

Environmental Justice Area (RIDEM)

RECONSTRUCTION OF THE PELL BRIDGE APPROACHES   Newport, Rhode Island

Environmental Justice



\\vhb\proj\Providence\72900.00\GIS\Output\030118 Public Meeting Board_Existing Conditions Traffic Volumes_update.dwg

Figure X.X

Existing Conditions
Peak Hour Traffic Volumes

Reconstruction of Pell Bridge Interchange
Newport/Middletown, Rhode Island
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Figure X.X

Conservation Areas

Reconstruction of the Pell Bridge Approaches
Newport, Rhode Island
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Historic Properties Listed in the National Register Properties Found Eligible for Listing in the National Register

A   Common Burying Ground and Island Cemetery (NRIND)

B   Miantonomi Memorial Park and WW1 Memorial Tower (NRIND)
C   Newport Historic District (NHL)

D   Malbone (NRIND & HABS)

1   Third Street Naval Hospital Historic District (CDOE)

2   Van Zandt Avenue Historic RR Bridge (CDOE)

Legend

NRIND 
NHL    
CDOE     
HABS     

Municipal Boundary

National Register of Historic Places, Individual Listing
National Historic Landmark
Consensus Determination of Eligibility
Historic American Building Survey
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Source: RIDOT, RIGIS, National Register of Historic Places Database (NRHP Database), Historic American Building Survey (HABS)
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Figure X.X

Historic Resources

Reconstruction of the Pell Bridge Approaches
Newport, Rhode Island
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Figure X.X

Conservation Areas

Reconstruction of the Pell Bridge Approaches
Newport, Rhode Island
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Legend

Municipal Boundary

Delineated Wetlands
Delineated Wetland Edge
Ditch/Area Subject to Storm Flowage
Unnamed Stream Channel

Wetland Area

Wetlands Jurisdiction
Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC)
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (DEM)

Flood Hazard Zone
AE: 1% Annual Chance Flood Zone
VE: 1% Annual Chance Coastal Flood Zone with Velocity Hazard
X: 0.2% Annual Chance Flood Zone 
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Source: RIDOT, RIGIS, VHB 2017 Field Investigation

\\mawald\CHECKIN\72900.00\GIS\Project\Figure X.X_Wetlands and Waterways_update.mxd

Figure X.X

Wetlands and Waterways

Reconstruction of the Pell Bridge Approaches
Newport, Rhode Island
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